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We are required to plan and accommodate great changes over the coming decades 
from HS2, regional rail, employment to housing growth. As the council begins to 
formulate its strategy for intensification and growth, identifying land for new homes 
and communities it is opportune to begin to formulate the design requirements for the 
places we are creating.  There is scope for thinking about the need and challenge of 
co-joining our natural and built environments in our design and development thinking 
and practices.  

 

 

Figure 1: Our administrative area; 31% is designated green belt (England average 12.5%). 

 

Buckinghamshire has a population of 546,000, with a projected rise to 585,000 by 
2030. There is a significant demand for 50,000 new homes and communities, with 
these new homes and residents contributing to our £15.2bn local economy.  



 

 

 4 

 

Buckinghamshire is home to 169 settlements (town and parish areas) and 235 
schools; numbers that will only increase as we approach the middle of the century.  

 

The Council has set out key priorities in its Corporate Plan 2020 – 2023, these 
priorities include strengthening our communities and improving our environment; 
priorities where good and locally responsive design can make a real difference. For 
instance, we are working to strengthen our communities through enabling more active 
lifestyles (50% of adults are obese or overweight). Through better and more 
considered design, we can allow and encourage people to lead more active and 
healthier lifestyles.   

 

Buckinghamshire is a unique and diverse county with great value to add to the testing 
and understanding of how the National Model Design Code might be adapted and 
applied across a wide range of area types.  
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• Residential Development Design Guide SPD. 

Chiltern & South 
Bucks Combined 

DPDs: 

• 10 Neighbourhood Plans. 

Other documents: 

• Chiltern and South Bucks Townscape Character Study 
2017 

• DRAFT Chiltern and South Bucks Heritage Strategy 
2016 

Wycombe  DPDs: 

• Wycombe District Delivery and Site Allocations Plan 
2013. 

• Bledlow-cum-Saunderton Neighbourhood Plan. 

• Longwick-cum-Ilmer Neighbourhood Plan. 

• Daws Hill Neighbourhood Plan. 

Other documents: 

• SPDs covering topics such as Canopy Cover, 
Householder Planning and Design Guidance, Housing 
Intensification, and Residential Design Guide SPD. 

• Village Design Statements for Downley, Ellesborough, 
and Lacey Green and Loosely Row. 

• A wide range of site briefs. 

• A wide range of topic-based guidance including the 
planting of native hedgerows, tree pits and parking.  

Cross boundary • Chilterns Buildings Design Guide. 

• Wide range of Conservation Area Appraisals. 

• Biodiversity Accounting SPD (in production). 

 

Buckinghamshire Council has a clear vision for improving the quality of place making 
and design with strong political and officer leadership. The opportunity to develop a 
Design Code for Buckinghamshire is well timed and (if created) will be embedded 
into our Local Plan as it emerges (rather than ‘fitting’ a Code to an existing Plan). 

 

“The opportunity to develop a Design Code for Buckinghamshire 
is well timed.” 

 

The creative public and stakeholder participation we are proposing for the pilot will 
have benefits for shaping our Code as well as testing new ways of engaging our 
communities in contributing towards the new Local Plan particularly those typically 
disengaged from more traditional forms of consultation.   
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The project would be managed day-to-day by the Natural Environment Manager.  

 

Due to the heavy case load being dealt with by the Team, we will draw on the 
additional support of our design service provider, Urban Design Doctor that has 
provided services to the Council since 2018. This service provider is procured 
through the Council’s supplier framework and has established a close working 
relationship with our in house officers as well as a good knowledge of the county.  
We intend to either extend our current contract or undertake a single tender 
procurement exercise to enable commencement in a timely fashion.  We have 
already commenced this process following authorisation from our Cabinet Member 
to undertake a limited work at risk before the announcement of selected pilots by 
MHCLG. 

 

External design support: 
 
Dr. Stefan Kruczkowski 
Urban Designer and Project Lead. Stefan has been providing urban design 
support to DM and policy to Buckinghamshire Council and the legacy authorities 
of Chiltern and South Bucks since 2018. Stefan is a design panel member for 
Design: Midlands and Design: West. Former CABE Enabler and Design Council 
Built Environment Expert. 
 
Sue McGlynn 
Urban Designer and co-author of seminal text ‘Responsive Environments: A guide 
for designers’ that has been in print continuously since 1985; published in five 
languages. Former CABE Enabler and Design Council Built Environment Expert. 
 
 
Garry Hall 
Urban and Graphic Designer. Garry Hall is a highly skilled and experienced urban 
designer with expertise in the application of Space Syntax and design coding. 
Garry serves on the design review panels for Design: South East and Design: 
Midlands.  
 
Paul Erskine-Fox 
Software Engineer and specialist in community and stakeholder engagement. 
Paul’s applications of new digital technologies within the planning system have 
been featured in Planning Magazine https://www.theplanner.co.uk/author/paul-
erskine-fox. To see examples of the technology Paul has developed please see 
https://www.participatr.co.uk.  
 
 
Annabel Keegan 
Urban Designer and Transport Planner, PJA. Annabel is a design panel member 
for Design: Midlands, Design South East and Design: West. Annabel will facilitate 
new thinking about how to apply Manual for Streets, Gear Change and LTN 1/20 
within the Code.  
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Getting the process started; confirming scheme of delegation.  

Project Management processes; risk assessment/monitoring.  

Internal compliance processes determined.   

Detailed project planning. 

 

2 Platform planning 

What are we asking people and how? How we will process the data 
gathered taking into careful consideration the high volume of comments 
the former Chiltern and South Bucks LPA had in response to its 
(withdrawn) Local Plan?  

 

Stakeholder workshop planning  

What are we asking people and how? Planning; delivery; consolidation 
of data gathered.  

 

3 Getting things ready for a major engagement initiative 

Participation platform construction. 

Public awareness campaign planning and delivery.  

Stakeholder workshop format tested.  

Public communications strategy.  

Data capture via platform, i.e. do we need to capture data to allow the 
council to demonstrate representative engagement, if so how can this 
be integrated into platform design? 

Data Protection; image copyright (images uploaded to platform by 
participants). 

 

4 Platform goes live. 

 

Stakeholder workshops begin (key stakeholders where a deeper level 
of insight is required that cannot be offered by the online platform). 

 

5 Analysis, key trends and critical reflection. 

 

6 MHCLG interim review. 

 

7 Fixing what we are going to Code and how.  

 

8 Coding. 

 

9 Testing and trying to break to Code (robustness). 














